
































SIC 

1. Sponsor a music festival featuring local and perhaps other Minne
sota talent from outside the This music festival could 

music, 
school, 

this festival. 

or the music of the past l 00 years. 
and church music groups could com-

bine their 

Suggestion: The 11 100 Years of Music" festival could be divided into eras, 
and various groups assigned one part to perform- 11 Pioneer," "Jazz Age," 
"Modern," for example. Dance numbers could be included as well as in
strumental and vocal selections, bands, orchestras, glee clubs. 

* Examples of special Minnesota music: "Minnesota Centennial Song - "My 
Minnesota Home," "By the Waters of Minnetonka," 11 Minnesota Rouser," 
11Minne sota Polka." 

2. Revive an old-fashioned "cornet band" to perform during centennial year 
at ci vie and centennial functions. 

3. Sponsor a search for phonograph records and equipment of historical 
significance (an old cylindrical type phonograph, for example). 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 

1. Set up special arts and crafts exhibits (painting, carvings, handiwork, 
needlework) by Minnesota and local artists. These could be displayed in 
the lobby of a bank, in a civic auditorium along with an annual event, or in 
other public buildings. Work should be based on community or county or 
statehood theme. 

2. Local groups or business firms could sponsor an art contest among school 
children, and the results could be exhibited in stores, banks, etc. This 
could include paintings, sculpture, and other handicrafts. 

Work could depict such things as "Indian life in Pipestone area 100 years 
ago, 11 "the Hinckley Fire, 11 "Du Luth landing at the Mille Lacs lake area, 11 

"Building of Fort Snelling.'' 

Modern Minnesota scenes could also be pictured in paintings. 

3. Tours could be organized to metropolitan art museums, which will be 
holding special exhibits during the centennial year. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

1. Photography clubs could concentrate on "Minnesota scenery, 11 "Minnesota 
Historic Sites, 11 and other Minnesota feature topics during the centennial 
year. Results could be displayed in a special exhibit. Statewide contests 
could be sponsored. 

2. Photography clubs could sponsor an "attic hunt" to find pictures for their 
local historical society, or if there is no society, for the local newspaper, 
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with the 
be made 
The newspapers 

historical could 
collection if and when e sta bli shed. 

es. 

3. aphy clubs, in cooperation with historical societies where 
could sponsor a centennial exhibit both his -

and modern es 

4. s could document historic sites on an as 
basis thr a club or the local historical 
could be furnished both the local and state storical societies for 
historic e files. 

centennial. 

contribute skits, 
s. They can take re 
promotional literature on 

* 2 can serve the statehood centen 
nial committee problems and s in a liaison 

between the committee and the local newspapers, and TV 
stations. 

Note: writers and writers 1 

are available 
mission. s, for example. 

ssional such as and le-
associations can a strong Minnesota's Centennial a success. 

can contribute in many ways· for distr specific items which 
othe s with the role 

for school use. 

l Professional can sponsor special 
which will show progress dur past c 
can accompany such dis 

2. Publication of the or lo cal or 
centennial pr ect. These stories can be 

such as booklets 
set 

the local newspaper or to professional magazines; can be read at 
s, and made of association s archives. 

3. Professional groups, such as the c medical as can honor 
di shed associates of the past and present who have made substan-
tial contributions to their profession and to the of their 
home area, their state, or the nation. 



Professional Organizations 

4. Organizations in the field of health can support the promotion of Minne
sota as a healthful state in which to live; through their literature, the 
"health advantages" of Minnesotans can be emphasized. Examples: In
vigorating climate; access to the world's most famous medic:al research 
center, the Mayo Clinic. 

5. Establish memorials in honor of eminent person within the organization -
the memorial can be in the form of money for research, lectures, a 
plaque, a building fund, scholarship to a student. 

RELIGIOUS GROUPS 

Statehood Day in Minnesota falls on May 11, 1958. The fact that this is a 
weekend date provides Minnesota's religious organizations with an excellent op
portunity to combine commemoration services with the regular worship service. 
In a special commemorative service, the program can be built around the part re..! 
ligion has played in giving strength to its people and the development of the state. 
(A statewide committee on religion will coordinate the Statehood Day religious 
programs throughout the state.) Special projects aside from a religious service, 
might include the following: 

1. Writing and publication of the institution's history through an official de
nomination publication. 

2. Special awards or citations to pioneer families in the congregation (oldest 
in years attended, etc.) 

3. Programs featuring dramatizations based on the life of the denomination's 
early leaders. 

4. Special outdoor worship services in the style common to the pioneers -
"under the oak trees, 11 "on the river banks, 11 etc. 

5. Collection and preservation of historical articles used in worship ser
vices - a chalice, a Bible, a hymnal. A church museum could be estab
lished, however small. 

6. Devote one religious worship program to the history of the denomination 
in Minnesota; contributions to pioneer living by missionaries, itinerant 
ministers, etc. 

7. At mid-week services, utilize centennial speakers. 

8. Sponsor religious radio, TV programs. 

9. Work for national coverage of the religious aspect of Minnesota's centen
nial in denominational publications or non-denominational religious pub
lications. 
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YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

(4H clubs, FFA, FHA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, etc.) 

1. Tours to historic Minnesota sites. 

Write the Minnesota Historical Society O!" the Tourist Bureau of the State 
Department of Business Development for additional information on his -
toric sites, or check with local Historical Society. 

2. Collections of pioneer articles and pictures. For example, a treasure 
hunt for the oldest penny in town, or an attic treasure hunt for historical 
materials. The results of these treasure hunts could be displayed local
ly, and then turned over to the local historical society collection. 

3. Youth organizations can invite older members of the community to visit 
their group and talk about the early days of the community. 

4. Plan a special centennial year project such as the refurbishing of the lo
cal cemetery or some historic site which has been neglected. Start a 
centennial flower garden project, or the planting of tr.ees. The project 
should be designed to improve the community and contribute to "better 
living." 

5. Plan a "Minnesota Birthday Party" and feature pioneer games, dances, 
songs, sports. For example, an old-fashioned corn husking bee. 

6. Make scrapbooks and picture postcard collections of Minnesota scenes 
for the club archives. 

* 7. Arrange to show Minnesota films at meetings. For information on films, 
write the Centennial Commission. 

8. Study and perform for the public the national dances, customs, and crafts 
brought by our forefathers, and which have now become part of Minnesota 
living. 

9. Incorporate the centennial theme into arts and handicraft projects (paint
ings, weaving, sculpturing). 

10. Write original plays and skits which will dramatize local or state histori
cal events. Perform at club meetings and at civic affairs. 

11. Incorporate the centennial theme in all public displays and exhibits. 

FARM ORGANIZATIONS 

1. Study Minnesota history in organization programs. 

2. Publish centennial cookbook featuring prized recipes of community. 

3. Spans or publication of group's history in local pa per or through official 
organization newspaper or magazine. Strive for national coverage of 
planned events of 1958. 
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Farm 

4. Give a centennial slant to special farm programs which are regularly 
scheduled affairs, such as conservation demonstrations, equipment dem
onstrations, field days, forestry days. 

5. Farm groups can take on the job of collecting old farm machinery and 
articles used in pioneer farm homes. Such collections can be part of a 
county fair exhibit, and can be a gift to the local Historical Society, if one 
is functioning. 

Examples: Restoration of threshing rigs, hand-threshing tools, pioneer 
kitchen utensils, buggies, butter churns. 

6. Participation in county fairs through special centennial exhibits. 

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS 

Lodges, service clubs, fraternal organizations, orders, Study groups, 
special interest organizations. 

1. Sponsor essay or oratorical contests for school children on Minnesota and 
local history. 

** 2. Encourage and promote publication of history of town, county, or group. 
(Through local Historical Society). 

** Note: Several counties and communities have successfully completed pub
lication of their hi story. For further inform.a ti on on how to go a bout this, 
please write the Centennial Commission. 

3. In cooperation with the local Historical Society, or perhaps a school or -
ganization, a youth organization, or another group, encourage and parti
cipate in the restoration of a historic site, a pioneer cemetery, or a his
toric building such as a "little red schoolhouse." 

4. Sponsor a ''special award'' banquet to honor leading citizens of the com
munity and early settlers. These banquets can take the place of, or be in 
addition to, such annual affairs as ''woman of the year," "young man of 
the year." This program could be broadcast or telecast. One successful 
method for selecting a group to be honored is to give an award to all citi
zens who have paid taxes continuously for 50 years or more. 

5. Launch a program for city beautification or other civic improvement projects. 

* 6. Incorporate into the year's program the promotion of Minnesota through 
direct mail literature, special invitations to friends outside of Minnesota 
to come to Minnesota in 1958. 

Promote Minnesota's advantages, attributes, and specialties in any way 
possible. For information on this, write the Centennial Commission. 

7. Join with other groups in issuing a proclamation declaring "Centennial 
Days" in Minnesota. This proclamation can be issued from the mayor's 
office, or from a county office. 
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Civic Organizations 

8. Devote at least one regular program date to the study of Minnesota history 
and development. 

9. Incorporate into programs the review of books by Minnesota authors. 

10. Honor past club officers during the centennial year. 

11. Organize tours to important historic sites in Minnesota during the centen
nial year. 

12. Strive for national coverage on your group's 1958 events in the club 
magazine or newspaper. 

13. Sponsor the printing of special brochures for distribution to tourists visit
ing local attractions. Cooperate with other organizations and agencies 
such as the Chamber of Commerce on such a project. 

14. Lend financial support to county and community centennial events where -
ever possible, and contribute to memorial or scholarship projects. 

15. Feature centennial speakers from either your local centennial speakers 1 

bureau, or a statewide speakers' bureau. 

16. Feature centennial motion picture films, or slides, on the program. 

WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS 

See above suggestions, and also the following additional suggestions may be 
helpful. 

1. Style shows with a centennial theme. 

2. Publish a centennial cookbook featuring community prized recipes. 

* 3. Hobby clubs, such as garden groups, might use the centennial theme in 
annual (or any) flower shows. 195 7 planning essential. 

4. Banquets honoring outstanding women in organization, or outstanding 
Minnesota women outside of the organization. 

5. Encourage husbands and children to participate in over -all centennial ac
ti vi ties. 

6. Sponsor within own group, or on a community basis, exhibits of pioneer 
or antique articles - - for example, an "antique tea'' is an effective event. 
This could be held in a home of historic importance to the community. 

7. Support all community centennial programs, the county fair, community 
celebrations and events. 

ORGANIZED NATIONALITY GROUPS 

1. Incorporate the Centennial theme into nationality Festivals. 
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Organized Nationality Groups 

2. Write histories of the contributions made by the nationality group to the 
development and welfare of Minnesota; also, the history of the original 
migration to Minnesota. 

3. Sponsor food bazaars in connection with county fair, and other community 
events. 

4. Organize an entertainment unit - such as a folk dancing group - - which 
could travel to various Minnesota comm unities during the centennial 
year. (If a group already exists, make it available for centennial events). 

5. If a folk festival is not an annual affair in your community, hold one in 
1958 and start an annual tradition. 

CONSERVATION ORGANIZATIONS 

1. Through publications, radio, and TV programs, tell the story of how 
Minnesota's resources are being conserved. Cover history of past cen
tury. 

2. Conservation demonstrations, such as Plowville. 

3. Make films on conservation available to other groups. 

4. State Fair exhibit with centennial theme. 

5. Tree planting ceremonies. Promotion of tree planting ceremonies by 
other groups. 

6. Anti-litterbug campaigns. 

7. Educational promotion on need for conservation. 

MILITARY 

1. Establish military museums through collection of equipment and souvenirs 
from Civil War through Korean conflict, and military photographs. 

2. Participation in parades and civic events by military units. 

3. Honor war survivors of important wars and battles, through banquets, or 
special certificates. 

4. Write and publish the story of the part played in defense of Minnesota and 
the nation by specific military groups. 

5. Establish memorials in local armories. 

SPORTS 

1. Incorporate centennial theme in annual tournaments, contests, exhibitions, 
model airplane meets. 
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Sports 

2. Honor local sports "greats". 

3. Invite special sports events to city. 

4. Water ballets with centennial theme, probably in connection with an annual 
festival. 

5. Boat races. 

6. Lake pageants. 

7. Horse show. 

8. City Recreation Week, with special activities planned for supervised play
grounds. 

9. Plan sports events which will attract state and national attention. 

10. Centennial programs at half-time at football games or other sports events. 

11. Publication of history of local sports groups - - basketball teams, football 
teams. 

12. Establish a local or state "Hall of Fame" on the order of the national 
baseball Hall of Fame, to honor Minnesota's sports "greats". 

BUSINESS 
INDUSTRY 
LABOR 

1. Set the centennial year aside as the year to concentrate on contributions 
to the improvement of the community such as, welcome signs, city beauti
fication, facilities for city parks, drinking fountains, recreational facili
ties. 

2. Take responsibility for supplying the Minnesota state flag, the seal, and 
other official insignia or supplies needed for centennial events. 

3. Use the centennial as a vehicle for establishing memorials, scholarship 
and building funds, special funds for special projects which will benefit 
the community. 

** 4. Cooperate with other groups to see to it that photographs and motion pic
ture films are made of important centennial events during 1958, so that 
a permanent record will be secured of these events, and a film will be 
available for future showing. 

** 5. Make motion pictures of special industries in town to show progress and 
development, and institutional films to record city and county develop
ments. 
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Business 

Industry 

labor 

6. Publish and distribute a brochure or booklet highlighting the tourist at
tractions, industrial accomplishments, historic sites, or a brief history 
of the community or county for general distribution. 

7. Hold open house for organized tourist tours, school tours, community 
tours - business firms, industry. 

8. Individual companies could sponsor exhibits showing technological ad
vances in their business or industry during the pa st l 00 years, and the 
contributions of both management and labor. 

Examples - compare a modern supermarket with a pioneer grocery store; 
a modern bank with a Territorial bank; a factory of 1860 with one of to
day; a modern drug store with an early model. 

9. Business, industry, and labor can sponsor the writing of their own history 
for 1958. This need not be an elaborate history, but a readable one show
ing progress over the years. When published -- mimeographed, printed, 
filmed - - it could be printed and distributed not only to employees, but 
others outside the company. (Publication should be in a house organ or 
plant newspaper if possible). 

* The Minnesota Statehood Centennial Commission can furnish specific ad
vice on how to prepare a history. Write for additional information, and 
an outline form for gathering facts. 

* l 0. Notify local company house organs and plant newspapers that news re
leases will be disseminated from the Centennial Commission office in St. 
Paul to cover major centennial events throughout 1958, and encourage the 
editors to make use of this news service. Contact the Commission's Pub
licity and Promotion director. 

11. Encourage all organizations to use the new Minnesota flag in meeting 
rooms, auditoriums, and public places. 

12. Incorporate Minnesota's Centennial into local, regional, and national ad
advertising. 

13. Develop special products for centennial whenever appropriate. 

SCHOOL PARTICIPATION 

"Opportunities for Minnesota youth" is one of the Minnesota Centennial's 
major themes. It is therefore suggested that school projects be based on this 
theme, especially in such events as contests, assembly programs, homecoming, 
and extra-curricular projects. 

The following are only a few of the possible project ideas for schools during 
the Centennial school year. 
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School 

1. Production of plays based on Minnesota history, the future of Minnesota, 
opportunities for youth in Minnesota, and other topics. 

2. Special assembly programs featuring such things as: 
* Movies on Minnesota. 

Dramatizations highlighting local or state history. 
Special guest speakers such as famous Minnesota writers, artists, politi
cians, business leaders, or pioneers from the community who have made 
outstanding contributions to the welfare of their city and state. 

Song fests in assembly featuring Minnesota music. 

Special "Statehood Day" program in May 1958. 

3. Commencement exercises can use the centennial theme in music, speeches, 
decorations. 

4. "Centennial Education Day" could be a special 1958 event, and on this day, 
the school children could put on a parade, hold special exercises in the 
school to highlight the progress of education in Minnesota during the past 
l 00 years. 

5. Build a "pi one er room " exhibition in the school building (or community 
building). Set aside space where model displays can be built, and have 
the whole school participate in furnishing the rooms in authentic appoint
ments. 

6. School sports festivals in which students participate in types of sports which 
are distinctive to a community or nationality. 

7. Tree planting ceremonies, based on the centennial theme of "building 
Minnesota,'' "Keep Minnesota Green," or "Conserving Minnesota's 
wealth. 11 Remind students that similar tree planting ceremonies in the 
past are responsible for some of Minnesota's beauty today. 

8. Tableaux highlighting development of a city, county, or the state of Minne
sota. 

9. 'Poster contests and exhibits featuring "Minnesota Firsts" (first in iron 
ore production); ''Minnesota Attributes" (recreational facilities); llMinne -
sota Tomorrow" (growth of the taconite industry); or some singular phase 
of history such as the flight of Charles Lindbergh, the Schoolcraft expedi
tion up the Mississippi River, the signing of Indian treaties, etc. 

10. Treasure hunts to discover pioneer relics and mementoes. Display the 
results of the hunt at a !!Centennial Open House'' at the school. Photos, 
pioneer furniture and tools, and pioneer clothing can be part of the dis -
play. 

11. Learn and sing (in school programs) the French-Canadian folk songs of 
the early voyageurs; songs of the three great American wars; Irish, Scotch, 
Welsh, German and other nationality songs brought to Minnesota by immi
grants who settled here. 
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School Participation 

12. Art and handicraft exhibits with a centennial theme. (Painting, weaving, 
sculpture, Indian-style beadwork). 

13. "Centennial Week" could be designated in the schools during the week of 
Statehood Day, May 11, 1958. 

14. Educational exhibit prepared by school children depicting progress of edu
cation - methods of teaching, school facilities, changes in educational 
methods. The exhibit could also be built on the theme, ''Minnesota Schools 
of Tomorrow. " 

15. Schools, through the Home Economics department, or with the help of 
parents, could hold a food bazaar which would feature culinary dishes 
unique to Minnesota or the Upper Midwest. 

16. Schools, during the centennial year, can sponsor special parade units 
which incorporate the "Minnesota" or centennial theme in some way. 

1 7. Treasure hunt for old coins. See who can find the oldest penny, nickel, 
etc. Set up a prize system. 

18. Establish a "Hall of Fame" in the school where photographs of outstanding 
graduates could be attractively displayed along with editorial copy contain
ing the story of the per son so honored. This Hall of Fame could include 
sports "greats,'' famous authors, political leaders, etc. 

19. The Centennial can be used as a natural vehicle for building the prestige of 
local leaders and pioneers of the community among the school children. 
Many community leaders have made outstanding contributions to the com
munity and state, but far too often, school children are not aware of these 
contributions. During the centennial, these leaders can be asked to speak 
to the school children about their specialty, their experiences, and their 
plans. 

For example, the community may have an outstanding doctor, aviator. 
law enforcement officer, engineer, or leader in another field whowould be 
well qualified to talk to the schools and tell them about their experiences. 

Children like to have an ''idol," and will be interested in hearing these ex
periences if the program is properly planned. Perhaps the speaker could 
talk about the history of the community and simultaneously give the chil
dren an opportunity to meet him and ask questions about his specialty. 

Through careful planning, many community leaders could be honored, and 
the children, at the same time, could be better informed young citizens. 

20. Incorporate the centennial theme in yearbooks and special editions of other 
school publications. This can be done by telling the history of the school, 
community, or state; through special art work, and through cover design. 

-20-


